bar to the consolidation of the influence of that nation." As Prinsep well observes, " The importance of saving- such a friend, when a hostile combination of the Mahrattahs was to be apprehended, must be obvious enough. (103) Already, in execution of the offensive and defensive engagements between Sinclheea and the Bhoosla, was the best appointed force of the former, that commanded by Colonel Baptiste, on one part of the frontier; while Sudeek Ulee Khan, with the troops of Nagpoor, approached it on the opposite side; and another division of Sindheea's troops, that under Juswunt Rao Bhao, was also in the neighbourhood. No time was to be lost. Sindheea had before frequently attacked this state, and even besieged its capital, but without success (partly owing to the incapacity of the commanders he employed, and the general ignorance of the mode of attacking fortified places; and partly owing to the gallantry and skill of Vizier Mahomed's defence). The MahaRaja, however, had never before entered Bhopal with so efficient an army, and Baptiste's knowledge of European tactics and long and successful practice in the various sieges he had hitherto conducted, seemed to leave but little hope that Vizier
(103) The Nuwab of Bliopal had assisted in 1778 our army under General Goddard, when there was a combination of Mahrattahs against us: so that it was only a proper return for an old act of friendship.